
Hinepukoherungi’s perfume

A long time ago, before the beginning of time, was when 
the Kakapo obtained it’s stunning scent.

In a beautiful forest, full of many native trees and 
birds, Maui had just gotten a wonderful smelling ‘fume 
for his wife, Hinepukoherungi, and was on his way back 
to the tent.

Now, kakapo was a VERY naughty bird, and he could 
smell the scent through the kete. He flew over to Tui, 
his best friend, and told him to go over to the tent 
when Maui was there, with Hinepukoherungi, and make 
him annoyed, so that Kakapo, standing underneath 
Maui, would get sprayed. Tui agreed to follow Kakapo’s 
plan.

Kakapo followed his master Maui into the tent. 
Hinepukoherungi was brushing her hair when Maui and 
Kakapo walked in.

Just before Maui was about to spray Hinepukoherungi, 
Tui flew in and frightened her. Maui was mad. He knew 
that Tui wouldn’t do this sort of thing; Tui was a kind 
and sensible bird. He asked who had made him do this. 
Tui answered: “It was Kakapo, Maui, I am terribly 
sorry.” Maui told Tui to fly home. Then he turned to 
Kakapo. He was so furious, that he threw something at 
Kakapo that was in his hand. It was the lovely smelling 
‘fume!Kakapo was wet all over because of it. Maui 
didn’t know that it was Hinepukoherungi’s fine ‘fume, 
and he got even angrier. Maui pushed Kakapo out of 
the tent in frustration.

The Kakapo was very grateful for it’s smell, until to 
this day, that these wicked weasels, stoat, rats, and 
cats can smell them out, and hunt them. Kakapo’s are 
vulnerable, so that gives the predators 
an advatage.

And that is how the Kakapo got it’s scent.
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